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Kindergarten was a long time ago, and I don’t remember much from that first year of 

school. What I do remember though, was my teacher’s name. Shelley remembers her 

kindergarten teacher’s name too. Her teacher was Miss Honey and mine was Miss Hussy. How 

could we ever forget our kindergarten teacher’s names? 

The other thing I remember from kindergarten was “show and tell.” Each week, one 

student got to bring in something to school for “show and tell.” We each had just one 

opportunity, so we had to make it count. 

What I wanted to bring for “show and tell” was a helicopter that was tethered to a 3’ X 3’ 

base. The helicopter had a hook under it for picking up and moving objects. It had two control 

levers; one to raise and lower the helicopter, and the other to move it forwards and backwards. I 

also remember, that with new batteries, just how fast I could get the helicopter spinning around 

in circles. What a joy it is to share something you really enjoy with others! 

Today’s readings show connections to the Mass and our part in worship. And as 

followers of Jesus, “show and tell” is a part of our response. 

Today we celebrate the Epiphany, a word that is understood differently now than it was 

2,000 years ago. We often think of an epiphany as the feeling we experience when we suddenly 

understand something in a new way. 

The original meaning of epiphany is: the divine, being revealed to humanity. This type of 

epiphany is not a feeling, it is a fact. 

The Epiphany of Jesus, his being revealed to the whole world, came through the Jewish 

people. And now, Jesus’ Epiphany comes to the whole world through Christians. Today’s feast 

does not celebrate the very first Epiphany; it celebrates the first Epiphany to the Gentiles, to non-

Jewish people, represented by the magi. 

Many people are troubled by doubt, because God doesn’t reveal himself in the way they 

expect. Many people who lived in Bethlehem saw Jesus as a child like any other. The magi knew 

how to see Jesus as the Divine Child, who would be adored forever. Their faith gave them a 

unique privilege: to be the first among the gentiles to adore him. 

The Epiphany has continued for two thousand years, with wise men and women 

continuing to seek God. And if they really seek him, they find him. And if they really find him, 

like the magi, they worship him. 
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At the time of this Epiphany, births of important people were thought to be linked to 

movements of the stars. So, the magi began their journey, thanks to a divine revelation in nature 

(with the light of the stars). But as we heard in today’s gospel, the magi had to also journey by 

the light of Scripture. 

Scripture tells us that the magi knew when, by the movement of the stars, but did not 

know where the king would be born. 

The wise men show us ways to improve our relationship with God. 

The magi were drawn to Jesus by the light of nature and of Scripture. With an open heart, 

we are drawn to Jesus, who shines from the Word proclaimed at Mass; and who shines through 

and animates his faithful followers. Light that shines through a stained-glass window like 

Brother Nathan spoke of last weekend. How are you drawn to and reflect the light of Christ? 

The magi brought gifts and fell down before Jesus in adoration. With an open heart, we 

should bring Jesus gifts and adore Him. The Kings offered Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. We can offer Jesus something more precious than gold, if we offer our own sacrifices at 

Mass, by placing them spiritually on the altar with the bread and wine. Our sacrifices are our 

gold, that we place on the altar before God the Father. 

We can offer our detachment from money and material things. We can offer good deeds 

done for others, especially the ones that are hard to do. Psalm 51 tells us that the sacrificial 

offering God desires, is our humble and contrite heart. What do you offer God on the altar, when 

you come to worship him at Mass? 

The magi, and anyone who has really encountered Jesus has been transformed. With an 

open heart, we find and encounter Jesus in the Eucharist, who is divinely revealed on the altar 

and whose Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity we receive. How are you transformed by your 

encounter with Jesus? 

The magi, transformed by their encounter with Jesus, depart for their home by a different 

way. With an open heart, we are transformed and journey through life by a better and different 

way. Do you depart from Mass by a different way, returning home enlightened by your visit to 

God’s place of revelation? 

When Mass ends, we hear the words of dismissal. We are told to go and live our 

baptismal promise in the world, to go and make disciples of all people.  
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May the Light of Christ draw you closer to Jesus. 

May your gifts and adoration of Jesus please the Father. 

May you be transformed by the Epiphany, made present at every Mass. 

And may you depart from this place by a new way, “showing and telling” the world of 

the Love and Hope you have in Jesus Christ. 

 


